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Flinders Community News

Communities in the Flinders electorate will 
benefit from a significant boost in funding 
announced in the 2015 Budget. 

The Government’s new Stronger Communities 
Program will provide $150,000 per year over 
two years to support small projects in the 
electorate that deliver social benefits. 

Grants of between $1,000 and $20,000 will be 
made available to not-for-profit organisations 
for local projects. 

I encourage local groups to contact my office 
on 5979 3188 to express their interest in the 
program.

Join my 500km  
Walk for Autism

On July 20 I will begin a 500km walk around 

the electorate to increase awareness about 

autism and raise money for Abacus Learning 

Centre and Amaze (Autism Victoria).

I invite you to walk with me for 1km, a day, 

or any part of the walk to help me support 

this cause or to meet me along the way for a 

coffee and a chat. You may also like to assist 

by making a donation. 

I have seen firsthand the enormous difference 

that Abacus’ therapy and early intervention 

can make in a child’s life and to the lives of 

their families, which is why I am committed 

to supporting them.

Abacus Learning Centre is a not-for-profit 

organisation based in Hastings that works 

with children who have autism and provides 

much-needed therapy to help these children 

reach their goals.

Abacus is looking to secure new premises in 

Hastings and funds raised during the walk 

will assist in ensuring the building meets the 

necessary building standards.

s playing with two-year-old Luke who has autism

$150,000 in grants for local  
community projects

What’s Inside...

Budget Offers Incentive 
for Small Businesses - p7

s enjoying a coffee at Jaque’s Cafe in 
    Hastings with Jacqueline Allison

Nominations Open for 
Seniors Awards - p2

s with Pat Farmer and Doreen at 
    the Flinders Aging Well Forum 

To join my 500km Walk for Autism, please 

phone my office on (03) 5979 3188
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with Pat Farmer and Doreen at  the Flinders Aging Well Forum

s  with volunteer Julian Conlon and Peninsula 

Health CEO Nancy Hogan

s  architect’s impression of the

    Casey Cultural Precinct, Bunjil Place

It was wonderful to see so many seniors at the Flinders Ageing 
Well Forum held in Rosebud.

Pat Farmer inspired the audience with tales of his adventures from 
the North to the South Pole and showed what can be achieved 
through sheer determination.

I am now calling for nominations for the Flinders Seniors Awards.

The Seniors Awards are an opportunity for us to recognise 
residents who have made an outstanding contribution to our 
community.

Nomination forms can be obtained from my office on  
5979 3188 or by emailing me at greg.hunt.mp@aph.gov.au

The awards will be presented at a special ceremony later this 
year. 

It was terrific to be part of the annual Peninsula Health 
volunteers’ luncheon in May.

The event is a highlight on the volunteers’ calendars 
and it is a lovely way to thank them for the fantastic 
work they do in the community.

It was terrific to meet all the volunteers who do a 
tremendous job in our community.

Volunteers honoured  
at Peninsula Health 

Flinders Seniors Awards

$10 million for  
Casey Cultural Precinct I am delighted that the Australian Government is providing $10 million 

to develop the Casey Cultural Precinct, now known as Bunjil Place.

This is a terrific outcome for the community and I look forward to seeing 
Bunjil Place completed.

The $1 billion National Stronger Regions Fund is helping to enhance 
economic growth in our regional areas.

I have been working with the City of Casey to develop a regional arm of 
a national gallery or museum to entice people to the centre.

Bunjil Place will provide a community gathering place where all members 
of the community can participate in the arts, attend events and engage 
in other social activities.

It will have a flow-on effect to employment, tourism and provide a major 
economic injection to the region, both during the construction phase 
and upon completion of the facility.

t



with Pat Farmer and Doreen at  the Flinders Aging Well Forum

Volunteers honoured  
at Peninsula Health 
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Peninsula Specialist C
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2.45 – 3.15 
Rosebud Prim

ary School 
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3.15 – 3.30  
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s enjoying a coffee at Jaque’s Cafe in Hastings 

with owner Jacqueline Allison

s at the opening of Peninsula North Men’s Shed

s  at the Rye RSL

Marking the Anzac  
Centenary

Peninsula North Men’s 
Shed starts a new chapter

I was delighted to take part in the official opening of the 
Peninsula North Men’s Shed.

I know the group has fought hard for many years to make this 
dream a reality.

The group has coped under difficult circumstances, working for 
many years on the property of one of the group’s members.

It is fantastic that the group now has their own facilities adjacent 
to the Baxter Hall. 

20,000 instant asset write-off  
for local small businesses

Hastings café owner Jacqueline Allison plans to use the tax 
incentives to purchase new tables and chairs and a new ice 
cream refrigerator. These crucial items will help Jacqueline 
expand her business and attract new customers to enjoy her  
terrific coffee.

It was an honour to attend Anzac Day services in 
Hastings, Dromana, Rosebud, Rye and Sorrento.

The commemorations were a tribute to our fallen 
heroes, the men and woman who put their lives at risk 
so that we could enjoy the freedom we have today. 

It was good to see the various monuments, plaques, 
memorials and tributes at various townships that 
were made possible through the Government’s Anzac 
Centenary Local Grants Program.

There were 24 local grants totalling more than $125,000 
provided to groups across the Flinders electorate and 
the memorials created will become permanent tributes 
to our local servicemen and women.

Small businesses with a turnover of less than $2 million a year can now 
claim an immediate tax deduction for every asset they buy valued up to 
$20,000 – a substantial increase from the previous $1,000 threshold. 
There is no limit on the number of assets a small business can acquire.

From 1 July 2015, the government will cut the company tax rate by  
1.5 percentage points to 28.5 per cent for incorporated businesses 
with annual turnover up to $2 million.

The government will also provide a five per cent tax discount for sole 
traders, trusts and partnership structures that are unincorporated 
businesses with annual turnover up to $2 million, capped at $1,000, 
through their end of year tax return.

The new $5.5 billion Growing Jobs and Small Business package will 
help small businesses invest more, grow more and employ more.
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The Environment

UNESCO praises Australia’s work  
to protect the Great Barrier Reef

The World Heritage Committee has acknowledged the significant and unprecedented 
work undertaken by the Commonwealth and Queensland governments and has 
recommended against the Great Barrier Reef being listed as “in danger”.

The Committee acknowledged the strong measures Australia and Queensland have 
put in place through the development and implementation of the recently released 
Reef 2050 Long term Sustainability Plan.

This includes the recent announcements of more than $200 million in additional 
funding ($100 million from each government), bringing the projected investment by 
both governments to well over $2 billion dollars over the next decade.

Our actions also include an unprecedented ban on the disposal of capital dredge 
material in the entire World Heritage Area and restrictions on port development.  

We have listened and responded directly to concerns from the Australian community, 
the World Heritage Committee and technical advisors.

Emissions  
Reduction 
Fund delivers 
significant 
results
The results of the first Emissions 
Reduction Fund auction clearly prove that 
the Coalition’s climate change policy is 
delivering real and significant reductions in 
emissions.

The Clean Energy Regulator has awarded 
contracts for 47 million tonnes of emissions 
reduction at an average price per tonne  
of $13.95.

In just the first auction alone, the 
Emissions Reduction Fund has contracted 
approximately four-times the amount of 
emissions reductions achieved during the 
entire two-year lifespan of the carbon tax.

We are well on track to achieve our target 
of reducing emissions by five per cent from 
2000 levels by 2020.

We are cutting Australia’s emissions and 
doing our part to combat global climate 
change – and we’re doing it without a 
painful carbon tax that hurt businesses and 
pushed up the cost of living for Australian 
families.

Protecting Australia’s  
threatened species

s releasing Bella the Bettong    at Mulligans Flat Sanctuary

I am committed to protecting Australia’s threatened species and boosting their 
numbers. The Threatened Species Summit on 16 July at Melbourne Zoo will bring 
together both State and Territory Environment Ministers and experts from around 
the country to look at practical ways to reverse the decline of our precious and 
unique native species. 

The summit will be webcast live online, so all members of the community can 
follow its progress. I will also be launching Australia’s first ever Threatened Species 
Strategy which will define a new national approach to threatened species and how 
we can all take action to prevent extinction. 

More information and the webcast is available at  
www.environment.gov.au/tssummit


