_f“ i A community newsletter from
- Greg Hunt MP

Fire Survival
Chedklist

Greg Hunt at the new Somerville Fire Station

As summer approaches, we all need to take extra care to protect ourselves
and our homes from the threat of fire. Your home and family have a much
better chance of surviving a bushfire if you know what precautions and
actions to take. | hope you find this special information newsletter useful.

Prepare yourself and save yourself

Hang this list in an obvious place so your family can
constantly check that your property is prepared for
the bushfire season.
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o early preparation belps
Get ready (before the bushfire season) protelt yourselt from fire
Fit fly wire screens to windows and doors.
Box in open eaves or cover with fine wire mesh
Board up the area below floors and remove w@od or flammable material
Repair loose tiles or roofing sheets
Ensure that external house timbers have a$sound €oat of paint
Remove or reduce fire fuels: dry grasses/fWweeds, ©verhanging trees
Clear leaves from gutterings, roof and r@of gsulleys and around the house
Locate woodheaps, bark chips, wood dhips etc.'safely away from the house
Point L.P Gas safety valves away from the house
Store flammable liquids in proper containers in s
Maintain lawns and gardens, if possible keep wate

sensible places
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maKe sure you cut
back o(/er/\r\hj/'hy trees

heck water supplies
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[0 Where there is not town watef supply, keep tanksfull and check that pumps
etc. are in working order

O Ensure that water points ¢an'be easily found by fire
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Standard threaded taps should service all outlets ough hose
connected to reach arodnd the house

Be sure hoses can be jgined and are kept in shade

Your fire equipment

0 You need at leasifa knapsack-spray, drums, metal-buckets and any other
water containeffs/available; rake, wet bags, fire extinguishers and a first-aid
kit, all in working order

0 You should be checking your property one month before
recorded start of bushfire danger in your area
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During the bushfire season
O Watch andilisten for bush fire danger in your area (T.V., Radio)
O Keep a battery radio and flashlight at hand

0 Check regularly that your property is hazard free

If fire approach

Store all verandah fur , bedding, bl ithin the h |
Close all windows and-doors and block any-other openi
between doors and floor

Turn off the main electricity supply

Havetbuckets of water in the ceiling with aladder at the ma
dect inside the celling every |0-minutes for 2 hours after fif

d gaps

bhave a fire escape plan
A assed for (/0(/1}’ f&ml'{{/
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ater tactics
hoses to taps, block downpipes and fill the gutteérs
containers and place them around the house, §
se if required as fire beaters
n eaves, walls and sills on the side of the housefacing theflamie

If car in a completely clear open space such asd greer n. Close
s and doors and shelter below the window le I.
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Preparing yourself

* You must try t& alm. Avoid panic
*  Wear woollen g Avoid
*  Wear protective
*  Preparing smoke
* Keep a watch
» Shelter inside

approaching
* Ifforced to Iea

(vegetation)
* Move downh
» Creeksfor wat

boll
 Afirelescape planto a

or clothes
e rest of the house
e side to the

rsest fire fuel

> travels faster uphill
holés could be safe plagés, not wate s as they could

fe fire free ar@a should be establishéd and each
member of the family.should know jo and.whereto go

* Think abot situation as it arises and act accordingly

*  Clear thinking and common sense could save your life
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